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boy and set him on her lap. She turns the child thrice
round in order that she may give birth to male children.1
Still more clearly does belief In the impregnation of a
woman by fire come out in another South Slavonian custom.
When a wife wishes to have a child, she will hold a vessel
full of water beside the fire on the hearth, while her husband
knocks two burning brands together so that the sparks fly
out. When some of them have fallen Into the vessel, the
woman drinks the water which has thus been fertilised by
the fire.2 The same belief seems still to linger in England ;
for there is a Lincolnshire saying that if a woman's apron is
burned above the knee by a spark or red-hot cinder flying
out of a fire, she will become a mother.3 Thus the super-
stition which gave rise to the stories of the birth of the old
Roman kings holds its ground to this day in Europe, even
in our own country. So indestructible are the crude fancies
of our savage forefathers. Thus we may safely infer
that the old practice of leading a bride formally to or
round the hearth was designed to make her fruitful
through the generative virtue ascribed to the fire. The
custom is not confined to peoples of the Aryan stock, for it
is observed also by the Esthonians and the Wotyaks of
Russia4 and, as we have seen, by the Herero of South
Africa.5 It expresses in daily life the same idea which is
embodied in the myths of the birth of Servius Tullius and
the other Latin kings, whose virgin mothers conceived
through contact with a spark or tongue of fire.6

Accordingly, where beliefs and customs of this sort have

1  F.  S.  Krauss,   Sitte und Branch     John's College,  Cambridge, writes to
der Siidslaven (Vienna, 1885), p. 430.      me (i8th  June 1906):    "A  curious

2  F. S. Krauss, op. cit. p. 531.              and not very quotable instance of (I

3  This saying was communicated to      suppose) Sacred Marriage was brought
me by Miss Mabel Peacock in a letter      to my notice  by Mr.   Brown  of the
dated Kirton-in-Lindsey, Lincolnshire,      Canadian    Baptist    Mission    to    the
3oth October 1905.                                   Telugus.      He  said  that  in  Hindoo

4  Max Buch, Die Wotjaken (Stutt-      temples   (in    South    India   chiefly?)
gart,    1882),   pp.    52,    59;   L.    v.      sometimes a scaffolding is erected over
Schroeder, op. cit. pp. 129, 132.               a fire.    A man and a woman are got

6 Above, pp. 221 sq.                             to copulate on it and allow the human

fl As it is believed  that fire   may      seed to fall into the fire."    But per-

impregnate   human   beings,   so   con-      haps  this  ceremony is  only  another

versely some people seem to imagine      way of conveying the fertilising virtue

that it may be impregnated by them.      of the   fire  to   the  woman,  in other

Thus Mr. T. R. Glover, Fellow of St.      words, of getting her with child.